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IN MEMORY OF LES KENDRICK – A BRAVE MAN 
956438 

148th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, 25 pounders, 
Bedfordshire Yeomanry 

 

 
The respected author Michael Kendrick, the son of Les Kendrick, has given 
his kind permission for the Griffydam history group to publish on their 
website the following transcript of the diary written by his father Les after 
he became a Japanese Prisoner of War following the fall of Singapore on 
February 15th 1942. We are greatly indebted to Michael for giving his 
permission for this important record of his father’s diary to be published. 
The complete story of Les’s life is included in the book entitled ‘Sons and 
Daughters’ Vol 1 by Michael Kendrick which can be purchased from the 
Coalville Times office. 
 
This is an amazing piece of work considering the terrible and clandestine 
conditions under which it was written. If Les had been caught writing this 
diary by the Japanese, he would have undoubtedly been beheaded. It is 
therefore felt that he toned down his portrayal of what happened to him and 
his comrades for that reason. 
 
The book written by Samuel T Stewart entitled ‘In Memory of Three Men 
From Griffydam & Peggs Green Who Became Japanese Prisoners Of War 
during The Malayan Campaign & The Fall Of Singapore’ and which appears 
on the Griffydam history website featured Les and his wife with the three 
men from Griffydam and Peggs Green - Sam Dimmock, Sam Hodges and 
John Howkins, during a reunion.  
 
Les was in the same regiment as John Howkins, and therefore much of 
what he wrote would have mirrored what John endured during his time as a 
POW. 
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